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Camp Whipple, Va,
October 3, 1862

Dear Wife, Mother, and Children,

I now take this opportunity to let you know my whereabouts.  The

Regiment left Camp Brown Monday after you. left me. We left on the ——=—-
train —e-cea-- . We were in Elmira about noon. We left there for Baltimore,
and got in there about noon Wednesday. We were all advised not to buy

anything to eat or drink there. The city is full of rebels. That night
we 1left for Washington and got to that place Thursday morﬁing. We stayed
£here'until noon, then there was a baggage train fitted out; fifteen wééons
with six men to a wagon, and, four men detailed to guard each wagon, myself
among them. We crossed the Potomac. It is one mile and a half aéross

the bridge. There are about 120,006 men here. -We are at Arlington Heights.
There are thousands of acéres of land here that there is not much of anything
raised on for man or béast to subsist on. I must close. The Captain is
waiting. I think of'many things to write but have no time. I am well.

Hope this will find &ou all the same. Direct-your lettefs-to Washington,

Company K, 15hth New York Volunteers, care Captain Henry Hugaboom. From

Your afectionate husband, -

- H, Vincent

A}

To Wealthy, . Kiss the children all for me. Be good children.



Fairfax Court-House
' October 16, 1862

Dear Family,

It is with pleasﬁre that I attempt to write a few lines to you. I received
your letter last night with’great pleasure. i had almost begun to despair,
thinking you had not got-my letter.- We left Arlington the 12th and took wup
our line of march about noon and marched ten miles, then camped for the night.
We lay on the ground that hight, and it raineé most all night.
ing we started again and reached camp about noon a distance of fifteen miles.

It is ﬁuch more pleasant than it was at Arlington. It was the most disagreable
.place I was ever in. We‘were‘in the dust half shoe deep, and the weather was
warm as July. It has been cooler since we héve been here. The water is better
than I expected here. I must tell you something about our living. We have
fared hard some of the time, and part of the time we have fared very well, Our
fare is hard tack and bacon. Sometimes soft bread and coffee, one -spoonful of
sugar a day and sometimes a little beef. 'II have not tasted butter since we
left Camp Brown, nor potatoes. Wealthy, I think I could relish some of yoﬁr
butter and some other phinés but cannot have that privilege. Butter here is
forty cents a pound, cheese twenty, .green apples three ana four cents apiece,

so you see I am almost deprived of such things.. Enough of that. My health
has been very good since I'have been here. There are a good many sick in thé
regiment,:some with dysentery, others with Virginia fever; The%e afe ﬁearly
twenty in éur company that are excused from duty'by the surgeom. I .think the

' "main .thing is eating everything. I have not been excused from duty yet. I_mpst
tell you a little about our tents. Théy ;re made_of factory cloth, Each-tent
is large enough for four men. ‘Tent mates are Johnson, Merrill, and Bont Shel-
undine (?), a comfortable set of us, Havé.no news to write you. We do not

get any. We did not know more than half an hour beforeé we marched that we

. were going nor where until we got there. We are under General Sigel's command.,
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I want you to tell Edgar that I am very anxious fbr him to learn to write so

he can write me letters, Children, .I want you all to be good to Ma, | Tell

Mother I miss her but hope to come back to her home again. And you, my dear,
I love you and it was through sense of duty that I left and came as I did. i
Still I do not love you any the less. I want you to take care of yourself
and put your trust in the One Who does all things well. I must close. I am
sitting.on the ground and writing on my knapsack, I -am called on for dress

parade., Write very soon., I am as ever, Your affectionate husband,

H. Vincent to Wealthy

Direct your letter as before to Washington. ' We are drilled most all the time

and kept vény close. I wish you would send me some stamps. I lost what I

had.
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Fairfax
October 26, 1862 -

Dear-Wife, Mother, and Children,

I received your letter this morning and was very glad to hear from home
ohce more and above all to hear that you were all well. I am not as well as
when I last wrote. I have been out 24 hours on picket duty and have had the
dysentery about three days. I got into camp last night from doing picket
duty almost used up but this morning I am a great deal better. I am aimost
well. I have no news to write you so I will sayusomething about our rations.
We have plenty to eat now. After we left Arlington Heights, we did not have
more than one meal a day for three days, and again when we got here our rations
were short but we have enough now. Our ratlons are one loaf of baker's bread
and one spoonful of sugar per day and sometimes pork, beef, or beans and once
in a great while rlce and coffee once a day, so you see we can use all of our
sugar in our coffee and not get it very'sweet. We have company cooks in our
Company; they fare well I expect. |

It is raining hard this morning though\we have had it very dry here. It

is raining down in our tent so much that I can hardly find.a place to write.

We have to come out for general inspection‘eveﬁy Sunday morning. It is so

rainy this morning we have not been out. Last Monday seven regiments of us

_marched off ten miles on a Brigade dr111 and were inspected by General Sigel. -

Our tents are common factorw*cloth in four pieces buttoned together large enough
fO? four men. They are fastened to the ground at each corner, a pole run
through the center and raised as high es possible, - After it is, done, %e-can
crawl fn on all fours and sit up in the highest place. My'dariing, I am
sitting in just such a. place as I have been tnylng to descrlbe to you. I know

you will excuse my poor letter after telling you what a. poor place I have to

yrlte in, I do not-feel like complaining of my fare though when' I consider

the object I had in coming. here if I can do my country any good. Still I miss

loved ones at home. I am trying to live as becometh a soldier, father, and



husband. I must hasten with my scratchings..  Joshua Rich was just in here
and said Emily wrote that she heard I was homesick. Tt is very true I should
1ike to be at home, but I have not been homesick in the least. The stamps you
sent ;e are nearly used-up. You wanted to know whether you should send me
some things or not. I would say at present I cannot tell hqw long we shall be
here but probably not long. You need not send any more stamps at present.
About the hay and apples, do as you think best. Tell Carlos to write to me
and I will answer. I have written to H, Blakely. I want you to write me a
gooé long letter, Give my respects to all and save a good share for yourself.
From your husband,

H. Vincent

Note to Wealthy: Our Regiment took two rebels prisoners night before last.
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Virginia
November L, 1862

Dear Wéalthy,'

I now take this gpportunity to write a few lines to let you kﬁow that I
have not forgotten you nor Mother apd the children; I would say that I am
well and hope that these few lines will find you all enjoying the same blessing.
It is now nearly fen o'clock, and I have marched two days and am very tired,
but having an opportunity to send a letter to Washington tomorrow I thought I
would write to you. We left Fairfax Sunday morning not knowing where we were |
going.' We marched throughICenterville from there to Bull Run. There we -
stopped and took our rations and there we saw the effects of war, I saw men

that were not buried four inches deep. I saw two whose faces were not covered

* at all 'and another whose feet were not covered. Oh, -the destruction of this

war! No more of this,

We are near Thoroughfare Gap. There were from ten to twenty regiménts
that left Fairfax when we did. We drove about L0OO Rebel pickets through the
Gap ahead of us. We have been withig hearing of the cannonvaﬁout twenty four
hours so you see we are expecting to see service soon, still we may not. After
getting into camp last night, we took and butchered eight head of Rebel cows and
oxen. Some of the boyé wouid milk a cow and then throw her down and butcher ker.
They had a great time. .So you see we fared Well'for beef. Today ﬁe have
taken seven or eight brisoners. I cannot write 'much more_at present. I would

say I have not recéived any answer from you since I last wrote the. 26th of

Octobe}. I want you to write often. I do not know as you can read‘this at

. ail. Havé not received any pay yet. Do not know vhen we shall. i have_

spent about four dollérs for tea and other things to eat. I have five dollars
left yet. It will last me some time if nothing'happensm I hope the time will
soon come when I can be at home once more. I want to see you and the children

very much, but am deprived of‘that-privilege. Kiss the children all for me..

No more. Direct as before. From your husband,

, . H, Vincent



Virginia
November 8, 1862

Dear Wife,

It is with pleasﬁre that I attempt to aRswer your letter which I have
Just received dated November'lst; | I am wéll and was very glad to hear that
you were all well. ' T wrote to you the Lth of the month and wrote that we
had marched from Fairfax two days march from th;re and had camped near Thorough-
fare Gap. We stayed there three days. Yesterday we left again for Wash-
ington a distance of twelve miles. We marched six miles and then camped for
the night. It snowed all day, the first snow we hgve had. it was very cold
all da&. The snow this morning was about half an inch deeé. There has been
scarcely any rain here for three.months. It has been dry and "dusty almost all
of the time. The days have been warm and the nights have ‘been very cold.
Tonight we are six miles from Warrington and this morniné we heard the cannon
plain there. We cannot tell what a day may bring forth but hope for the best. 4

Last night after getting into camp, the boys startéd out to make a draﬁ.
Some got sheep, others got honey, some got apples, and some hogs, hens, turkeys,
geese and fat cattle. Altogether 'we had the best meal I have had since I left
home. I ha%e no news to write you. You get news in the papers of which we
are left in ignorance. We do not know when we are going to march one hour be-
fore we are off, We have not got our mail regularly for some time now. The
man that carries the mail had his ﬁo;;;.égggufyﬁ;;day night. I was on picket
that night. " It was near ﬁhere I was that the horse was shot. I tosk the
mail carrier into headquarters. I must close; iﬁris.so dark that . I cannot see
my line. You wiil get another ietter ahead of this dated November L; and now
I must-close. I miss your society but pray God that the time may not be far
distant when we may be restored to each other. My darling, you are constantly
in my mind, still I must stop.- I do not want to make you uneasy so kiss the
 chi1dren-al1 for me and I will kiss you whén I next see you, I am writing out-

doors.  Goodby darling, From your affectionate husband,

H. Vincent



Thoroughfare Gap, Virginia
November 15, 1862

Dear Wife and Children,

-.‘.I now improve a few moments to let you know that I am well, and i hope this
will find you all the same. I received your kind letter last night and was glad
to hear that_you were all well. You wanted that I should write in regard to my
town account. I would say thaf the account was, I think, $13.15. You can
tell by looking on my book. The account will begin back to Nov. 1, 1862. You
had better take what you can get this fall, There may possibly be a chance to
get it another time. I wish you would write all about our‘money matters so that
I can tell youlhow to manage. All about the interest to McMillan and other
money matters. I have written two lette;s before this to you that I have received
no answer from. One was dated the B8th, the other before. We are lying here
under marching orders and do not know when the order will come for us to leave.
The roll is called once an hour. Anyone missing at roll call is taken to heédu

quarters and put on guard 36 hours with a heavy knapsack on his back and two

.muskets. So you see we have to be on hand. Some of the regiment have had to

try it. Our business is doing picket duty mostly. Our company has made me
corporal for good behavior. My office is not worth bragging about, still it

does excuse me from some duty. I want you to wri;e.me all about the folks

there and how they get along and about the dfaft and maytefs in géneral.' I must
hasten; the mail will close soon. . I want you fo write all about how youlget |

along with the chores and other things, I have no news to write you.- You get

all the war news before I get any. I will say something about the boys here.

- I saw Dell Chaffee yesterday. He has been very sick but is better. Joshua

Rich is sick so he cannot do much duty. Willard Perkins and George are both

.in the hospital sick with the mumps. William Nichols is in the hospital sick.

T do not know what the matter is; there are over a hundred of the regiment sick.
I have been highly favored myself. I guess you will think my letter is not

very interesting so I will change the subject. I wish I could see you all to-



night. I think I should enjoy it very much, but that cannot be so I will say

to all the children I love you all very much and want you to be good children. |

On, if I could see my little Dell! T would ' kiss her long and strong, but I

am deprived of that privilege so no more of this. I saw a letter yesterday that

Mr. Eddy wrote Porter and he wanted Porter should write about me. I would not be.

unmindful of the dear ones at home, but it is a trial for me to write here. I

have not got any pay yet. Do not know when I shall. = Write soon. No more.
From your affectionate husband,

/ H. Vincent to Wealthy -
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Camp near Fairfax
Saturday, November 22, 1862

Dear Wife,

With joy I received your letter of the 15th last night and was very glad to hear
from you all but was vefy sorry to hear that you were sick. I am well as common
and hope that this will find you well again. You may think it strange that my
letter is headed Fairfax. I will say that the 17th we léft Thoroughfare. I was
out on picket and the regiment was called out in the night and lay on their arms:
all night. We left camp just night and marched four miles where we stopped for
that night. We marched the 17th, 18th, and 19th in the rain and it has rained up
to this morning, the most disagreable storm I ever saw until now, There has been
but little rain since we crossgd the Potomac. This mopning we are under marching
orders,‘but wé may not leave in a day or two. The ﬁord knows when and where.

Some say to Washington, others to Harpers Ferry, but it is all supposition. We do
not know anything faster than it is beat into us. The day before we marched,
James Averlll got shot in the wrlst very'bad so I thlnk he w111 have to have his
hand taken off. He is very homesick. They generally think he shot himself on
purpose so as to’'get discharged. It is hard to think so. I do not want you to

say we think he shot himself. He says he was shot by a Rebel. Our Captain is

v - AY
sick in the hospital with fever. Some think he will get dispharged. I think he

is homesick a little. Porter is well. Joshua Rich is better. I got a letter
from Hiram a few days ago; he says his health is poor.

You wrote, my darling, that the draft is not going off‘ihere. I do not know

. as it will help my case any now; I am here and must make the best of it. I can

but think there was great deception used fo ‘get men to enlist, &et I believe the .
guilty wiil not go unpunished and will ﬁny to clear my skirts'from the sin. I
guess you will tﬁink f have written a curious letter so I kill-stop. I was glad to
hear you had got your reéging done and the ploughing and othe; work.

And now, dérling, I want you to be very careful of your health for my-sake

and the children's and your.own sake. I hope and trust that we shall live to.see

:



each other again. This and to enjoy each others society again is the' prayer of

my heart. I received your letter dated the 8th and answered it immediately.

You wrote in your last you would send me some stamps. You need not.. I have sone

yet. I must close now.
From your affectionate husband,

’ H. Vincent

Now dear, take care of yourself, Write soon and write all the news you can.



Fairfax,
November 30, 1862

Dear Wife, '

I have jﬁst received your kind letter of November 22, and was very'glad to
hear from you all. I had almost begun tb despair of hearing from you. I am
well at present and hope this may find you all enjoying the same blessing. You
must know that it agrees with me to sleep on the ground and eat hard bread. I
weighed last night 150 pounds. | I asked you in my letter dated Nov. 15 to tell
me all about the home matters, You have answered my inquiry beyond my expectations.
I did not ask you because I thought you would be imprudent in the least. I was
glad to hear that you had got along so well as you have with the chores and the
money matters. I wrote you about the $20.00 and have not received any answer
from it yet. We are still at or near Fairfax yet, but we do not know how long
we shall remain here. As we are in Sigel's fourth brigade and in reserve, we may
stay near here all winter, and we may be gkadéddling nearly all the time. Time
only can tell. You wrote, darling, that yoﬁ were going to send me your likeness.

I do not want to bé unreasonable but I should like very much to have yours and
little‘Adele's.l You can have them taken on cards and send them in a,ietter when

| you .have a.chance. I have got but little chance for Writing. I have today a lot
of men to guard the commissary departmeﬁt and have them to post once in £wo hours.
I wrote you in my laét you need not send me any stamps yet; I had six or eight on
hand. I bought a few though the stamps you sent me will come in play. There
is a great battle depending as near as we can learn betwixt Burnside, Lee, and
Jaéksbn., A great many think here the war depends very much on the battle now
at issue. May the Lord hasten the time when this rebellion shall be crushed out.
I should like to be at home today vezy'much but I am deprived of that p?ivileée,

'so I must do-the next best; write to you. We held TManksgiving in camp, _, We
did not do any’duty that day except to attend éhﬁrch. | We héd:a rarity that_day.
We-bought-éﬁout'thfee quarts of potatoes for %hrity five cents aﬁd some soft bread. -

- We have drawn only one ration of potatoes since we crossed the Potomac from the

go%ernment. And now I must bring my letter to a close by éaying'that I anticipate
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seeing you all again here on earth, but there is One who knows all things and

does all things well, and I feel willing to trust my all in His hands. I guess

you will think I am writing a lonesome letter. I do feel so, but if I could see
you all at home I should be all right again. I want you to write often and all
of the news you can think of.

What has become of Ira Pierce? I .want to write to him, Give my respects
to all who inquire after me. My best wishes to you, my wife and children. No

more from your husband,

Hiram Vincent

to Wealthy C. Vincent
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Fairfax,
Dec. L, 1862
' Dear Wife and Children,
I received your letter last night and was glad to hear from you all and

was very sorry to learn that my little Dell was sick but hope this may find
you all well again. I am well at present and hope I may be blessed with good
health. You asked me in your last letter what-thé-men thought of the war here.
Y will tell you as near as I can. They are all disgusted with the war and gen-
erally think it will certainly close before spring but I hardly dare entertain
such a thought. There is so much wickedness carried on here that I sometimes
think our country will never be restored to peace- again, but hope it may be very : -
soon. There is a report here that our troops have taken and burnt Fredericks-
burg. If that is the case, I think it is'qui@e a favorable move. There has
been a verylexciting pime here since I last wrote. | Last Monday night about
twelve o'clock there was an alarm given in damp that, the enémy was advanc¢ing
toward us. We were all ordered out at dead of night with our gﬁns and - - -
and ordered to pack our knapéacks for a reﬁreat and kept lying on our arms all
night. | Finally all became quiet again and has remained so up till now., How
long it will remain so I cannot tell still I dé not think we shall stay here
long. Evgrything seems to indicate a move again.' My déiling; I wrote to you
the last day of November and have had no answer yet. In fact it is not time
yet. I must now give you a-description of our living. bur company has tﬁbl

' cooks,'we have hard tack and coffee, sometimes pork and bean soup, sometimes
beef souﬁ, sometimes a liétle rice and one spoonful of sugar a day. Havq to
carﬁy.our wood for cooking about one mile. We have enough to eat now but
generally when we march we are short. Thére_aré five of us in our tent now,
The last time we marched it cost us about five dbllars for bread befare we drew
any. I am nearly out of money and wish you coﬁld send me five dollars if you

can conveniently. I shall draw my pay I expect before this month is out.

]
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If you cannot g_et it conveniently, you neéd not trouble yourself about it,

I will get alon; some way. I have lent Lt. Hubbard two dollars and cannot get
it ﬁntil pay day. Theré were some of the Dayton boys sending their dress coats
home yesterday and I sent mine in the box with them. The box was sent to
Cﬁarles Blair, My coat is marked on the inside of the sleeve. The name is
Frank Wilson., The.re is a testament in one of the pockets with Harland B.

Day's name in it and two cartridges. After the box gets there you can send
and get it. T must close by saying, my darling, be careful of your health

and do not try to do too much. Good-by. The drum beats for battalion dfill.

From your husband, Hiram Vincent to Wealthy.
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Fredericksburg, Va. -
December.20, 1862

Dear Family,

I received your long looked for letter yesterday. I was very glad to
hear from you ;11 and to hear that you were all well. I am well exceptingl
a cold which is affecting my lungs some but I shall be all well égain soﬁn.
I must commence to tell you about our march. We left Fairfaﬁ the_tenth of
this month not knowing where we were going. We marched six days and brought
up on the Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg. There has been an awful
battle here. A great many lives were lost. I have seen a number that were
wounded in the sixty-fourth regiment that is lying one mile from us. It is
very cold here and freezing hard. While we were on the march, thelsnow was five
or six inches deep and the ﬁud mixed with it. I do not know how long we shall
be here. -

They generally think there will be a battle heére soon but the Lord only
knows, I cannot tell. We have hard times here upon the whole. I présume
you saw by the papers an.account of our marching. I have not much time to -

write this time as the mail is going ouﬁ'at two o'clock and there is general

‘inspection at twelve. It is now eleven., You wanted to know how I get along

with my yashing. I do it myself and get along very well. My socks are not
worn out yet so you see I am all right yet. I got a letter from James yesterday.
He is ét Alossister Point but he did not give me his post office address, so I
cannot write to him. You wrote you had-a chance to sell more_hay. .I would
not sell any more yet. I think'I shall get my pay soon-so if you have ﬁo
bqrrow,.yoﬁ can pay soon. I have left my tentmates that I was with and now
tent with the 6rderly Sergeant and the First Lieutenan£. I hated to leave my
old mates but thougﬁt.it was better for me. I want Edgar to write me a letter
vefy much. Mv.'bohnsqn'é liﬁéle boy wrote himjy he is only seven years oid.

T want to see you all Qery much.  Sometimes I get almost discouraged think-

ing of this awful war and again I think it is in the hands of a just God and all
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will yet be well,

And now, my darling, I must close by saying T love you all very much and
want you to do the best you can. Children; I want you to be good and mind
your ma. Goodby . ~ Write soon.

| From your husband,

To Wealthy Hiram Vincent
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Camp Near Fredericksburg, Va.
December 22, 1862

Dear Wife, Mother, and Children,

I received your letter dated Dec. 13th this morning.. Was glad to hear

 from you all and very glad to know that you are all well. I am well except-

ing a bad cold on my lungs which troubles me very much, and my eyes which are
nearly smoked out of my head so that it is very difficﬁlt for me to w;ite, but
I shall be all right again soon. I received the money you sent me all safe
and was glad to get it as I had borrowed one dollar. |

I was sorry to learn that you and mother were nearly tired out by doing
work for your help to get wood. I am glad the neighbors are so kind as to
get wood for you and hope I may live to repay them for their kindness. You
wréte you have not paid John FPierce for carrying you to Jamestown. I want you
to pay him if he has the sleds. . I have always felq thankful that I had the

privilege of seeing you at that time. I hope the time is not far distant when

.we shall enjoy the society of each other again.

Ypu wanted to kmow how I like my offiée. It pleases me very weil. It
does favor.me a good deal on duty. I wrote to you two or three days ago and ‘
described our march of six days. We have ‘been in camp two or three days.

I cannot tell how long we shall be here. We afe in a very disagreable place.on
account of wood and water., We marched five days on two days rations, I have
been highly favored with health and strength to endure the marches we have had.
I am surprised at myself,wheh I think what I have passed through. Surely I .
have peen highly blessed. ;

I presume you have heard all about the battle which has been fbught here,‘
probably more than I have as.the mail has not come into cémé vefy régularly for
some time. Reports that we have lost ten or twelve thousand men is all I can

A

learn. The enemy lost but few in comparison with our loss. Yoy wanted T

should write to moéher.‘ I have but little time now, as the mail is going out

‘'soon, but I want to say to mother that I miss her long visits very much as I have



never been deprived of her society so long before.
Although I have provided in a measure for her temporal wants, it is
nothing in comparison to what she has done for me. I want you to put your
trust.in Him who doeth all things well and pray for an unworthy son all will
yet be well.
I must close., It is now eight ofclock. I wish you would say to Mrs.

Nichols that William is well and in the Regiment. No more, my darling.

Write soon,

Hiram Vincent
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Camp Near Fredericksburg
December 25, 1862

Dear Wife, Mother, and Children,
As it is not a day for drilling, I thought I would drop a few lines in the
direction of home, My health 1s very good with the exception of a bad cold in

my lungs which has troubled me for a few days, but I shall soon be over that.

I hope these broken lines will find you all well. We have been in this camp one

week or more. I cannot tell how long we éhall stay here. We are throwing up
rifle pits nearby. The "rebs" are also busy fortifying. Their picket lines
are about eighty rods from ours. Our pickets and theirs visit each other on
friendly terms, trade tobacco for coffee, also tobacco for clothes and trade jack-
knives with each other, and talk of this unholy war and say if they had it in
their power it would soon be at an end. Oh, if there could be peace restored

to our once peaceful homés how many happy families there would be once more; but
sometimes I think this war will last until all the soldiers die off; and again I
am encouraged and think there is a chance;for peaée. Ilfeel'very lonely today,
élthéugh it is Chfistmas though there are so many around me. I can turn my eyes
in no direction but thét I can see.Solqiérs' tents as far as the eye can reach.

I have no way of judging the number of soldiers here, I will now stop sriting

in this mood by saying I reéeived a Christmas present from you this morning in the
shape -of The Rurgl. I was a little disappointed to think I did not gét a letter
from you as the mail had not come to us for three days past. This is thé'third
time I héve written to you in one week. I have redeived two from you in this
time. As we are a little short of rations, my mind is turned in the direction of

home. and its'comforts. We have seven hard tacks a day, coffee, and a little beef;

*but I feel glad that you can all have a home and plenty to eat. I’often think

shall I ever enjoy the pleasure of home again?
I must begin to bring my letter to a close as it is nearly night, - As I have
received a letter from you with $5.00'in money and have answered it, I would mention

it in this for fear that might get miscarried. "I must say a little about the boys.
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Port, Josh, and Charley are all well and Will Nichols also. Havé you heard

anything about the Perkins boys? The las£ I heard was that they had got their
discharge from the hospit_al. Write often .as you cén. I do not get much only
from home, I will close by wishing you all a héppy' Christmas and also a happy

New Year. Goodby.

From your husband,

Hiram Vinecent
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Canip Near Fredericksburg,
January 1, 1863

bear Wife,

I received your kind letter last night with pleasuré and was glad to hear
from you all but sorry to hear that you were laboring undef a cold, I am better
of my cold than when I 1aét wrote you. This morning finds me sitting in a very
cold tent trying to write you a few lineé while six or eight men half drunk sit
chatting on different subjects and raising Cain generally. So if I should not
write a very interesting letter, you need not think it strange. I received
your likeness and little Adella's, I think they are very natural pictures in-
deed, The boys éll think them nice; I must say I think them a nice New Year's
presen£ to me. -

You said in your letter you had got the cloth dressed and would make a vest
and éend to me in a box with_some other things. The vest I need and should like
very much but it would not be safe at present as we are marching from place to
place so often. It may be we shall sometime be in a place where ﬁe can have
some things sent to us. .

It is New Years today and I have no duty to do but we generally have to drill
six hours éach day since we have been in this camp. I wrote you on Christmas.

I don't know whether you have got it or not. I felt lonesome enough when I wrote.
The longer I stay here. the more discontenﬁed I am. This war is n;t what I

supposed it was when I enlisted nor what the peOplé.north think.it is. I supposed
we were fighting to sustain the Union, but I find I have been mistaken, It is

to kill the men off and make the officers rich. It is an every dayloccurrence

here t6 see a regimen£ mérching to the grave With their dead for burial. Altqgether
this‘war is a man-killer and‘a great big steaiing machine, - The men are &ésertiﬁg
daily. I:ha§e talked with a great nany soldiefs that were in the battle at

Fredericksburg; they say they will never go in a battle again to be -slaughtered

".again as they were there. They all say our loss is twice as large as represented

.

to be. I mﬁst'begin to draw my letter to. a close-by saying I want you to be

careful of yourself. I want you to get some one to do the chores for you aﬁd



hooldi et o,

not, expose yourself any more than you can help. I hope this unjust and unholy
war may end soon and I be returned to loved ones at home.
Write all the news you c¢an. . My love to you all at home. . The boys are

alll well, No more at present.

From your husband,
Hiram Vincent
WE have not been paid yet. The money you sent me will not go here but we may

soon leave here. I think we shall.



I T

LR

Camp near Fredericksburg,
January 10, 1863

Dear Wife,

Having a few moments leisure I thought I would write you a few lines to
let you know that I am well. We are still in the same camp where we have been for
the last three weeks. I saw yesterday Colonel Hickocks in camp. He came in
from Washington., He said he saw Philbrick a few days before he left Gowanda and
Philbrick says you were all well and doing well. I saw Delbert Chafee last night
and he said he was going to send home for a box of thiﬁgs and if I wanted some
things sent they could be sent in the same box so if you can send some things in
the box, you can see Ch;fee or get someone else to see when he willlhave the box
ready and if you can make me a vest and send it I should like it but if you have
not time let it éo. And I should like some cheese if you can get one that would
weigh ten or twelve pounds and a little bgtter and a few dried apples, some black
pepper grouﬁd, and a little saleratus and a piece of maple.sugar. You can get
Chafee to furnish the most of the things and pay him when I éend my pay home.
If you should send anything you can mark it so that I shall know what is mine.
You had better not send anyth;ng that Wil; spoil in some time.: If it is not

convenient for you to send anything, let it go. You can get my dress.coat from

William Blair if you have a chance to 'send for it. I told you in a letter before

it was marked Wilson om the inéidg of the sleeve. I have not much chance to
write as the mail is going out- soon. TYou might send me a pack of envelopes also.
I wrote to Hiram last night. I have not written to him but once before. I got
a letter frqm you and Edgar dated Jan. 1 and answered. it immediately.and have not
had another since. T want you to write often. - You know how glad I am to hear

from you all and now darling I must close and have not time to look my-letter over;

' Tell Car to write to me and I will answer him.. ., Your husband, H. Vincent



Camp Near Fredericksburg
January 16, 1863 .

My dear Family,

I reqeived youfs of the 9th on the 13th late in the evening and should have
answered it immediately but we had been out on picket. The whole regiment, was
ont and we had posted our men once when we were relieved by another regiment, and
we had marching orders. We returned to camp a distance of four miles. Got
back about 3 in the afternoont Drawed rations for three days and packed them in
our haversacks and were ordered to be ready to march at two o'clock at night.
Accordingly at midnight we were routed out and got ih line and marched up the river
about eight miles. One briga@e of us went on that march. The brigade got thfough
Jjust at daylight. There was one regiment detailed at a time to mske a road to
the river. We got through and got back into camp last night after dark, tired
and hungry. This morning we were ordered to have two day's rations in our haver-
sacks and be ready to march at any hour. So you see we do not know when nor
where we shall leave. '

Darliﬁg, you wrote in your letter that anyone could get a discharge if they
would give up their bounty. It is a mistake. There is no chance of the kind.
You wrote you'would rather give a hundred dollars than to have me gone one week
longer. I do not want-you to feel so. I want you to keep up good spirits and
be cheerful as you can. The Lord knows I shéll be home as 'gquick as I can honbrabl&.'
I want you to dispose of the steers and the calves if.you_cannot get anyone to do
the chores. T do not want you to hurt yourself doiné the chores. I rather you
" would sell évery hoof. The money you senf me I have paééed.
taking four corns off my toes. Money well laid outi I_have not drawed my pay
yet. Cahnot tell when I shall. -I wrotelyou to send me some things. I am most
sorry that 'T wrote you for things. You have got the letter before this. I must

! ,
bring my letter-to a close as the mail is going out soon.

The boys are generally well. ﬁoshua is in our tent now. He says Porter

is sick again. I want you to write soon. HNo more my darlings. Goodby.

From your husband, Hiram Vincent

~ e - AT g e T Y LAY e 2 e -
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’o : - Camp near Falmouth
Jan. 24, 1863

Dear and much loved Famiky,“

I repeived your kind letter of the 16th night before last and was very
glad to hear from you and to hear that you were all well. My health is good
at present and hope that this may find you all well. It has been some time
since I wrote home. We left our old camp on the seventeenth and marched up
the river about nine miles to a ford near where there was to be a pontoon bridge
put across the river. We left thgre on the twentieth to help put the bridge
across. It commenced raining at night and wé were out all night in the rain,
and I never saw it rain harder in my life, We got near the river’about day-
light and- found the pontoons all along the road stack in the mud. We stayed -
there all day in the rain and on the 22nd we had orders to march agaih. We
started down the river and just night sﬂopped within one mile of our old camp
tired out and covered in mud from head to foot, and here we are in the mud
wéiting for we do not know wh;t. Here I must éay I am sufpriséd t§ fhink
of what I have passed through and have carried my knapsack. I have two woolen
blankets to carry and one rubber blanket, my tent cloth; two shirts, one pair
of drawers, and dther stuff to-the amount of a horseload. There are all kinds
of folks here, some of thehboys are as lousy as calves. T have kept clear
of them yet. +Some are laying arddnd the fire in the mud with their clothes
half burﬂéd off of them, Altogether this war is the most debasing institu-
tion I ever saw. One week ago we all expected to cross the river and go intg
battle but the Lord sent a most drenching rain here which has made it so muddy

the army cannot move, At present I think if the army had crossed the river

as we expected, the whole\érmy would have béen annilated. I must stop writing

" in this way and will say that I have not written as soon as I should have written,

but mail has not gbne out for some time past. You wrote you made a vest to

send me. I have been sorry I wrote for you to send my things, it is so much

trouble. I must hasten for the mail is going out soon, I should 1like to
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know how much the taX'was'thishyear and whether the town paid the money that

was coming to\me o; not. And-now my darling one at home, I wish I Qoﬁld see
you all this morning but I am deprived of the privilége 80 I must content my-
self by writing to you and say I have been amongst about a dozen men since I

began to write all gabbing about different subjects. Yéu need not think it
strénge if my letter is not vefy interesting. Since I commenced writing I
hear they are going to pai the regiment this'afternooh. If they do, I shall

write again soon. No more at present,

Good-by from your husband, Hiram Vincent
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Camp near Falmouth, Va.
January 27, 1863

“Dear Wife,

I received your kind letter of the 20th this morhing and was very glad to
hear from you all. I am well at present although somewhat tired tonight. "We

have been at work for two days making us another tent. We have just got it done ~

.quite a comfortable house indeed. It is high enough;to stand up in. We have not

our bunk done yet. Wd lack some poles and some brush yet. We do not get any
straw for bedding. Either‘téﬁe the ground or brush to lie on. You wrote you
had sent some things. It is not time to get them yet I suppose. I wrote you
a letter a few da&s*ago wﬁich I do not think you have got yet. I wrote iﬁ that

!

all about our march and the prosbect before us as near as I could.  We have,been
here féur days. We cannot tell how long we shall stay here. It is very ra{ﬁy
and muddy here. We may stay he}e unfil spring ahd we may not stay three days.'
The Lord only knpws‘when or ﬁhere we may be. I get more and more disgusted with
this war'every day when I see how it is caffied on. Our 6fficers all stay where
they have big houses, and there are sometimés one hundred men around their head-
quartg;s for guard while they are riotiﬁg in drunkenness and other wiékédness.
You have no idea of the amount of iniquity that is carried on heré. It does_seem

sometimes that if the north-knew how this war is carried on, they would call home

their troops immediately but I suppose.they will not until the nation is ruined.

I guess you will think I am on a strain. I camnot help it. It does seem too

"bad that so many men must suffer here with sicknesé-lying~on the ground while the

officers are getting rich out-Qf the. suffering of others. Tt is nearly ten‘ofclock
and the bugle has sounded for 1igﬁ£s to be blowﬁ'out._ I must close soon. I was

glad to have'a letter from Edgéf again. I think he has improved in writing very

much. I want he should 'learn as fast as he can. And now, darling, I want you

v . ’ . d . ' -
to kiss all the little ones for me. It would be a great pleasure to me to.do it
mysell but th?t cannot be at present. Write soon all the news you can and. I will

answer it, Porter is at the hospital taking 'care of the sick. ' And now, my
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darlings, I must say I love you all aéd hope, the time_may soon come when we-:can
all be together once more. Goodnight.  From your ﬁusband,

| Hiram Vincent
I wrote the other day I expect to be paid but have not yet. Some of the
brigade have been. January 28th. Tt has rained all night and this morning

it is snowing, the first I have seen since December 7.
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Camp'near-Falmouth
February 4, 1863

My dear Companion,

I received yours of January 22nd in due -time and was very glad to hear
from you all. My heaith is very good at present and I hope this will find
you the same. We are here in camp where we were when I last wrote you. I have
written to jou twice since we have been here but have received no answer to
either letter though I have received two or three in answer to létters written
Before we came here. When I got your last letter, I -had one written to you
ready for the office was the reason I did not answer it immeciately. I got one
from J. R. Babcock and one from Carlos a day or two ago which I have answered
and one from Hiram Blakely which I have not answered yet. I have got my pay
for two months, 326.00. I shall send you a check of :320.00 in this which you
can get the money on by sending it to Gowanda. You will have to sign your name
to it. There is a man here from Cattaraugus Station that I shall send it by
 and have him put it in the postoffice there. I want you to use it as you see
fit. The man's name that I sent it by is Carter. I have not got the things
you.sént me yet. ” I think it is a chance if I get them at all. -I.saw Adelﬁert
Chaffee this morning; he said he had not -heard from the box yet. I should like
to have you send me some stamps. I héve but one now. Send only a few at a time.
There are some going home on furlough this wegk for ten days. I should try for
a furlough if it did not cost so muéh. It would cost $20.00 and take the ﬁhole
‘ten days £o go and come so I shall have to content myself here. In your last
speakiné of Sending me some things you said it was a privilegé to send them,
I feel thankful that I have a companion whd'feels for my wants, bu£ I hope the
"time may come when we can be together again and enjoy each others.society once
more. :i have no heys to write you. . It is the same o0ld story. It is very
cold here and the ground is frozen hard @hough ﬁhe mud was very deep before it
came cold. I should qoﬁ think it strange if we leave here soon; if it holds cold

still we may lie here all winter. The Lord only knows what is to become of the
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soldiers. I must begin to bring my letter to a close by saying'I want to see you

a}l very much, but as I cannot I must do the next best thing -+ write. My dear

ones, goodby. Write often.

From your husband,

Hiram Vincent

To Wealthy,

The man that I send this by starts for Cattaraugus tomorrow.
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Camp near Stafford Court House
~ February 9, 1863
Dear Wife,
Having a few moments liesure this morning I improve the time in writing

you a few lines to let you know that I am well and hope that this may find you
the same. - I received yoﬁrs of the 30th on the /ith inst. and did intend fo
answer it immediately but we had orders ﬁo march early the next morning but did
not know where. Some said to Tennessee, others somewhere else. We left our
camp at half past eight and marched until two in the afternoén. It was very cold

when we started, and snowing hard and when we stopped it was.raining and we lay .

'in the mud until ten the next morning and it rained all the time hard. Then we

were grdered into line and there stood until noon in the mud. Then news came
that the bridge across Potomac Creek had gone off and they had to go two miles
back after pontoons.to bridge the Creek, and we were marched about one half mile
into the woods and there we put up our shelter tents and some had just put '

coffee to steep when orders came to fall in. ‘We took down our tents and marched

-until night and then stopped in a piece of woods for the night and here we are.

. We have worked hard for two days to get our tent put up again. The Colonel came

round thé next morning and told the boys to fix their tents for winter although
there is a ‘rumor in camp that we are to march again soon so you see we are here

in ?he midst of disappointments. We are seven or eight miles.from our old camp.
about one mile from Staffofd Court House aﬁd‘two miles from the railfoad towards
Fairfax. I will now say I have not heard from the things youﬁsent me yet. I

saw Chaffee yesterday. He said_ﬁelgot a letter from his father yesterday stating
thaﬁ he was géing to send the box Monday but he did noﬂ know what Monday. I sent
to you the fourth of the month ahd‘gentlthé letter to Cattaraugus by a man by the l
name of Carter with a check of twenty dollars. T suppose you have got it be-
fore this. I have got a pie for Mother, and I éuppose éhere will be some have

furlodghs to come home and if they do George Reel will go, and Joshua Rich talks

of sending his dress coat home and I will send the pipe in the pockét.
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You see my sheet is nearly full and I must close. Write often all the

1
news you can. Goodby .

From your loving husband,

Hiram Vincent

To Wealthy,
I want Edgar to write again. I want to see you all very much.

I must stop soon. The mail comes soon.
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Camp near Burk Station
February 15, 1863

My dear Family,.
I received yours of the 3rd in due time with thankful heart but have
neglected answering until now from the fact that I had written that day and

sent 'it out. I am well myself and hope this may find you all well. We are

still here in camp whgre we'havq been since the 7th. It is raining hard

this morning so that we do not ﬁave any insprctioﬁ. It-gives me a gooq'chance
to write. I have not received a letter from you of later date than the 3rd
though I have -looked ahkiously for one. - I received one from‘Frank dated the

6th stating that you were all well. * I have no particular news to write you
this morniﬁg although the paper stated yesterday that there was an effort being
made to settle this war. . I do not know whether it is tfue or not. Any news
of that kind makes my‘heart swell big within me. The thoughts of being felieved
from this place of'bondage is enough to‘make anyone rejoice. Yqﬁ wrote in your
letter that you were glad I did not drink. You need not fear on that account.
After seeing what I do here, I am more disgusted than ever with drunkénness.
I have seen men here with théir hands tied behind them to a tree for getting
drunk and disturbing the-camp. Tﬁere‘ig'many a man that gambles and loses
all of his wages and all he can get besides that have faﬁilies at home that
need a:l their earnings. The thought that I have a respectable family at
home 1is enough to keep me guarded against any such iniquity and-prompts me to
try and save all I can while here. You wanted to know if I managed to: keep
warm nights: I generallyldo when in camp; sometimes on marches and sometimes
when on guard I do not.

I have not got the thiégs you sent me yet. Ildo not know as I shall.

There is nothing to encourage me to have anything more sent. The talk is here

now that Sigel's Division will leave here "soon and go tc Tennessee or lMissouri..

If we leave here, T do not know when I shall write again., I sent you my check

'for twenty dollars the Lith of ‘the month. I do not.hear from it yet. I wrote
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to Hiram a day or two ago - had to borrow a stamp for that - and also for

this.
I was very glad to get another letter from Edgar. I wish_the children

could all write. I must close as my sheet is full. No more. Goodby,

my darlings.

Hiram Vincent

o Wealthy,

I had my hair cut yesterday. Enclosed I send you a lock.
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Stafford Court House
February 21, 1863
Dear Companion, Mo@hér, and Children, |
| I received your letter last night of the 14th and was very glad to hear
from you; but when I learned you were sick, I retired to my bﬁnk with a sad

heart, and my heart bleeds this morning to think that I must be here and my

family at home sick, but T stop by saying I hope and pray that before you get

this, you will be well again. My health is gnod yet for which T feel grateful
to Him that careth for wus all. We are stil]l here in camp where we were when
I last wrote. I do not know how leng we may yet stay here, but, we hear rumors

that we are to leave soon. I have beéome so used to disappointments here that

I hardly expép£ anything else. I will change the subiect by saying there has
been a very hard snowstorm here. It commenced.snnWing the 17th. Our Regiment
was called out that day on picket, the first time I have been out in two and a
half menths. It commenced srowing that morning and kent it wup all day, and it
was a very bad daj to bF out. The snow fell sbout eight inches deep. We came
in the 10th, the snow had turned to rain, and it rained all day and the next
night. It is the mussiest time I ever saw. Toéay it is quite plessant over-
head.

Thére was a review the 16th, I saﬁ-Generals Hooker, Sigel, and Steinwehr
and theirlaides. There were‘eight regi@ents or two brigades together. I evpect
there will Be one in each Comoany that will go home on a ten déy furlough. George
Ree]‘taiks of going. IIf he does, he is going to carry Joshua Rich's coat home.
If he does, I am going to send Motﬂér a pipe in his coat pocket. _nI_eypeét he
will go MOndéy if he goes at all. * T have not'zoﬁ the things you sent rme yet,

and I think it is a chance if I'get.%hem at all, Some of the Conewango boys _

-have had bores sent and lost them. They eame to the depot, and they think the

There is no safety in sending anything'heqe; T wish you
would send me five sets of buttons for tapping boots.  You can get them of John

Get his smallest sized ones. tet screws tc put them on with and send
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them by maillas goanas you can if you can get them. My boots are failing

very fast; we have to march so chh. My socks are worn out, aﬁd I do not

know what I shall do for them. I shall not get goﬁernment socks. They are
not worth anything. I have the same pants I had at Jamestown. I have had to
mend them some. Some of the boys have had three pairs of nants. I must close;
the mail leaves soon. I remain as ever, your husband, |

Hiram Vincent

" To Wealthy,

I will send you four shillings for stamps. I meant to have. written
more but have not the time. T will write again soon. The stamps I got

safe. I had borrowed four. No more. Goodby.
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Stafford Court House
March 1, 1863
Dear Companion,

I re#eived yours of the 23rd last night with pleasure. : I had looked
anxiously for two days fearing all the time you were still sick, so you may
know it was a relief to me té hear that you were better, also the. rest of the
family; I still enjoy good health myself. We are still here where we have
been for the last three weeks. We hear nothing lately asbout marching; in fact
the mud is so deep it is imnossible for the artillery to move unless it is
shipped, so I subpose we shall stay here uwntil it .is better going.- Tt commenced
to snow here the 213£ of February. The snow fell about one inch deep and lay
on two drlthree days and then rained and carried the snow-all off. Today it is
raining still and very disagreable out. Our Regiment. has been called on for
two hundred and five pickets. Tt takes twenty five from our company. I expect
they will call for the same tomorrow. If they do, it will take me. I came off
camp duty last night. J |

| And now, my darlirg,.a little about home affaips. Yoﬁ wanted, to know what
I th&ught about‘getting Carlos to do the chores. I forgot to write about i% in
my last letter. I was very glad you had the chores off your hands and that you

had got so trusty a man to de¢ them. You wanted to know what T thought about

" getting the children some clothes, You know better than I. Do as ypu.think

bést, of cowurse, I want you to use the money fér_the Benefit of the family.
And in regard toﬁthe ophnr métters: I think you had betier let out the sugaf
bush if you can. Carlos spoke to me about it last fall. If you let it out,
I want you.to have them use down timber for wood agd not cut down any more.thaﬁ
can be helped. It vou let @he bush, let it to sorie one you canltrust.

I have not got the things you sent me yet. I think it is a chance if T
get them at all.. I am sorry I.troubled you to send them. The bipe T spoke

of sending Mother I have sent. Joshua Rich sent his coat home, and I sent. the

i
'

pipe in the pocket so if you get a chance you can send for it.
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I got a letter from John Crandall last night which I am going to answer
today. He said they were all well. T also got one ffom Foster Blakely a few
days ago. He says he is going to get his discharge. I cannot answer it; he
did not give me his post office address. The boys are all well, T believe.

T am going to send you a ring that I got of one of the boys, also one for Edgar
that Mar Waters sent him. |

I must close as my sheet is full, so my darlings, I must bid you all

goodby. " Write soon. From your husband,

Hiram Vincent

Tell Carlos to write to me, I am very sorry for him.
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Dear Wife,

I received the box you sént me last night and for your sake I will say
the things all came safe. The cheese (?) héd broken some though they were
not hurt otherwise. You dear one, you sent mé more things than I expected
though they came in play here.

I had written yesterday and sealed the letter. I have written this to
let you know I got the:thiggs. I do not know but I shall get fat on the butter
and cheese though I weigh one hundred and fifty three now. No more.  Goodby.

From your husband,

Hiram
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Stafford Court House,
March 5, 1863 .

Dear Wife,

I recélved yours of Feb 26th night before last about nine o'elock and
I should have answered it in the morning but, I had been detailed with the
rest of the company for pickets, and havé been out tweﬁty four hours and have
but just got into camp tiped and hungry and now I am in my bunk trying to write
fo the dear ones at home. I was very glad to hear_from you and to hear that
you were all well. My health is good and I sincefely hope this may find you
all still well, You wrote you were going to send me some socks. I am |

sorry that I wrote you anything about my socks. I could have done without

| any socks, and .it would have saved you some trouble. I wrote to you last

Sunday saying that I thought you had better let out the sugar bush if you

could. I thought I would mention it in this in case you did not get that.

I also sent you and Edgar each a ring: I also wrote I had got the things

you sent me. My vest is a good fit. The other things were good only the

cakes got broken some thbughithey_were good enough for a soldier. The

© stamps I got all right and was glad to get them as I had used the last one

I hade The buttons, if you send them, please write what you have to pay for
tﬁem. Captain Hugabpo& has resigned and has started home today so you see
thére had éot:to be someone promoted to that bfficé again so anothef one can
resién.‘ There is news today in camp that there is a battle going on now at
Vicksburg. - I hope if that is the case, it may be the last battie of this

unholy war,

March 6. This morning I will try to finish my letter and send it out

today. I could not finish it yesterday until the mail was gone out. I have

already writteh that our Captéin had resignéd and I heard this morning that

we have got another captain. I belkeve his name is Hodgkiss, a Lt., out of |
Company F. --I élso heard that Winck Badgro was promoted to a 2nd Lt., he is
alsergeant in our company, a man from.Dayton. He is going home on furlougﬁ

I believe in a day or two. The boys that went home on furlough got back last =

g
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night. They say it cost them twenty five dollarssexﬁenses. You wrote

that you would be gla& to have me come home on furloqgh. T should be very
glad to come home but I do not think it would be much satisfaction to be home
only two or three days, so I must be contented here. I must close by saying
I was glad to get a letter from Edgar. I want he should write often, you also.

No more. Good-by from your husband, Hiram Vincent to Wealthy
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Stafford
March 14, 1863

Dear Family, :

I received your kind letter written the 7th last night and was very glad
to hear from you for I had almost begun to despair, thinking you or some of the
family were sick,léo you must know it was a relief to get 3 letter from you and
to know that you were all well, T still have good health which is a great
blessing here. I feel very thankful that I am well.

I got the socks and the but%ons you sent me and have got the buttons on
my boots which will save them very much.. I should like to have you send me

the other four sets of buttons and screws if you can get them. Write what

they cost, and I will send the money to pay for them. You wrote that you

heard that the Rich boys had deserted. It is not so, they are here all right.

You wrote that you heard that Willard Perkins had been playing possum to get a

discharge. I shall come home honorably if I ever come, and T believe that I,
shall be blessed to come home again honorably. You said that Mrs. Darby had
been-there a number of times. I am gléd fo have them friéndly, but if they
are coming in sheep's clothing,lI want you to lock out for them.  You said that
Morg had been trying again to get that mortgage and that TLocke had been and seen
Merrill about it. I am glad that Morg could not come it. I hore it will all
turn out for the best.

Ituss Coon was to our tent last Sunday, Hehis in the 136th.Regiment also
one of John Brown's bays fr;m fenesee. John Crandall has a cousin in owr

We h%d a general inspection yesterday. It

snowed and.was very cold. I do not expect to)write you again from ‘this camé as

we have had marching .orders. S5ti1] we may stav here for some time vet, 1f we

diseases. They have the measles in camp ton. william Nichols and Port and the
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rest of the boys are well. T do not know as you can read this as I have
written it in such a hurry. T was afraid the mail would go out before I
could get my letter in. I must close.

My dear one, I guess you had better get Carlos or John Price to get out

the manure for you. Put it on the meadow and have him plow that piece of old

T was glad to get a letter from Ndgar and a sheep and dog from Henry.

T wish I could see you all. Goodby, my darlinge. From.your husband,

To Wealthy.
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Stafford Court House,
March 16, 1863

Dear Wife,
I received your letter of March 11 last night, and was as ever very
glad to hear from home, and to hear that you were all well. I am still

well and hearty. I am the fleshiest that I ever was. In fact, I have

nearly outgrown my clothes, but when we come to march, it will take the

flesh off me. I wrote you the lhth and told you in my letter that I did
not think then I should have a chance to write you again from this canp,

as we were under marching orders, though we are still here but everything

- goes to show that we shall not stay here long. There is a great deal said

here in camp about our being nine month's men and there are a great many
think here that it is really so, as the governor called for three hundred
three year men and the same number of nine months men. I do not know myself.
Still there seems to be some reason in the story, time only can tell, You
wrote, deaf one, that you Vished that I cbuld get promoted to an office so
that I could come home if I chose to, I do not know as that will ever be,
although Captain Hugabooﬁ said the day before he left that he calculated to
make & sargeant of me if he had not resigned. He said also that he had
spoken to the man fhat waé going to have the command of the company about me
and I would stand the best chance of anyone in tﬁe company. I do not know
how it will be. | There seems to be quite a strife about the mgtter.‘ I mean
to carry a steady hand, let the ﬁatter go as it may, So I have told you
how the matter stands. I do not want you to say anything about it &s. there
is nothing ceftain about it yet. , As I am here, I mean to do fhe best I can,
both.for myéelf and family.. You said'you were.most sorry you has_saidw
anything about the morge. .I am glad to hear of all that is going on at
home., |

Marc¢h 17. Since writing the above, Waters, one of our tent mates

'has got a very bad hurt, Wé all went to the woods after wood and he fell

down with a pole on his back and hurt his shoulder and back so that we had to
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carry him in on a stretcher. I was up last night with him.  This morning
he seems easier, though he still will not be able for duty in some time if he
ever is. I shali take his place for the present to draw the rations fof the
company and deal them out. I must close. | You see my heart is full. You
wanted to know how .much wheat you should have sowed, abou‘p two thirds of t,he
plece you have got plowed, the rest with oats.

H. Vincent to Wealthy

Write soon. Write all the news you can. Edgar write to me.



Camp John.Manly
March 27’ 1863

Dear and Much Loved Family, _
Having a little leisure this morning I thoughf I would drop a few

lines in the direction of home. - I am as usual well and hope these broken
lines will find you all well, .Though I have feared to the contrary from

the fact that'I.have not received a letter from home in two weeks, the last
date was Mirch 11th though I have written twice since I received that. I heve
felt very uneasy for fear that you were gick, still T have tried to confent
myself by thinking that your letters had been miscarrieé théugh I must confess
with poor success.  Still I try to think for the best.. I have not much
newe to write you this mqrning;' I would sa& we are still here in camp
though I have written tg you twice that we were under marching orders. We
shall undoubtedly leave-soon, I cannot tell where though I hope to have strength
to endure the march wherever it may be. Our regiment is most all the time
~ on duty either picketing or fatigue dﬁty, Yesterday there were over two
hundred wentlout to work on a corderoy road. Today the same and a hundred
on picket for three days., There is various opinion in regard to where we

are going. Some'say to Washington , others say to Manassus Gap. It is
evident that we are going to have a.long march in some direction as there
seemns Lo be every preparation for it. I wrote in my last that Waters had .
~g6ﬁ hurt very bad. He's getting better and day before yesterday, Ellsworth, |
. our orderly sergeant got his wrist hurt by scuffling so that he cannot do
anything.” The rest of the boys are‘all well I believe, I,weht c;er ana
made Hugaboom a visit Stnday and tpog dinnef with him, He is not very well.
I wrote you in regard to the affairs at home in my last so if there is.apy-
‘thing more you wish to know about home affairs you can write and I will answer
“you. The weather here is warm. The ffogs, tbads, and birds all seem to
' denote that spring is upon us though mud is plenty. There is talk now that
we are going to get paid again soon. If we do, you mey look in my next for

5
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a check.

I must close soon Qs the méil is going out soon. I hope that

this may find you all well, my dear ones. I hope to get a letter from yﬁu

tonight.

If I do not, I shall be more disappointed than ever. Good-by

from your husband, Hiram Vincent to Wealthy.



Camp.Joﬁn Manly
March 29, 1863

Dear Wife,

I received yours of the 23rd last night, and I must say it was a great
relief to me for T had not received one word from you in two weeks, I had
bepun to think you had got sick, but I was very glad to hear that yon were 2ll.

well.

written twice before sinece T had heard from ynu. In regard to the buckets of

twenty when I got them.

use of them, i

T want you Shgu]ﬂ dn what is right about th@m,‘thoughgthey never wers mich weerd,
T am very sorry about ih@ kettle'slgetting broken, but it can't be helped. In
-regard to the fences being down,' I would not geﬁ the%-repaired yet as they will
blow down aéain; - I want you to manage the affairs at home as you think best |
and it Will-be all right. |

It seenis bard to think thaé Ir. Snyder shoﬁld get killed as he Aid and die
there alone, wut so it was ordered.  How mysterious are. the ways of Providence!
Some: dié'in one way and some anothar, |

vesterday.

wicked in me leaving you as I difd, but T caanot heélp what is past, T am still

loval to yon, my dear wife and childreh, and hope the time is not far distant
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ﬁhén we can be united at home.
- I have no news in particular to ﬁrite you. II got a letter from John
R. Babcock a few days ago but have not answered it yet. I shall soon. Why
don't Carlos write to me? T should like to have you write how the hay holds
ont, how the cows do, and whether they have good-care or not. -

T must close now. We have had 2n inspection today so that I did not get
my letter doné in time to send it ont today. No more at-present. Goodby .

Write soon. .From your loving husband,

Hiram Vincent te Wealthy



March .30, 1863

Dear Wife, | ' '

I received yours of the 25th last night also the boot buttons you sent me.
The boys were very gléd to get them. I did not under'stand whether you gave two
‘dollars for the buttons or for the screws and all. I will send you the money
soon to pay for them. You thought I had better keep the money I get for them,
but I do not.need it as I have five dollars yet and do not use ahy now only tb
get paper and envelopes. You wrote that John Pierce would do the plowihg for
you and the rest of the team work. I am glad he will do it. He will be as good
a-hand as you can get. In régard to pasturing the horses, you had better keep
them in the sheep lot, I guess. The cows will do befter in a lot by theméelves.
And about mowing the lot across the road, I guess you had better pasture it. It
will be handier to have the cows come up to milk. I must close as the boys are
getting up and.I have to go on fatigue duty today. "I have to go with sixteen
men today to build a-cordurqy road four miles from camp. I had rather go than to
go on pickét duty; This morning there are some of the boys in and want some
more buttons. So if yéu can‘get three sets more and send, I should like it.
I will send the pay for the;. |

I hear today we are going to make a tweﬁty day march. We can't tell much
by what we hear. Goodby. I

From your husband,

H. Vincent
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Camp - John Manly,
. Near Stafford Court House
April 2, 1863
Dear Wife,

Having a little leisure this morning I thought I would drop a few lines
ﬁb_you to let you know that I am well, Hoping that this may find you all
wéll. I will also tell you how we are situated here, Yesterday morning
we were ordered to pack our knapsacks and be ready to march at any moment.
With the exception of striking tents, still, we are here this morning but
we cannot tell how soon we shall be off, We were ordered to have two |
pairs of shoes and all other kinds of‘clothinglto last three months, so you
see we are in for a long march. I had so much ciothing that I have this
mofning put my overcoat and old pants in a box with some clothes that James
Matherson was sending home. I also put one blanket, my old socks and
mittens and those pillow cases that you sent my things in a box with the
Dayton boys. They have gone to the landing today.. We éo not know whether
they will be sent or not. If they do, the Dgyton box will be sent to Rises
at the summit, So if-they.go.thréugh, you can send there and get them and
the things in Matherson's box will be at his house.
the express fees on them. I wish you would see Jéhn Pratt and get a thousand
more of thpsé boot buttons and screws to go with them and send them to me as
soon as you ¢an. I wrote to you.the other day to send me three sets more
. as there are a good many here that want them. - You can get them cheaper by
taking so many together. If you can. get thém, you will have to Send part
at a ﬁime as they will make too heavy & package to send them all at a tim;.

" I can get one dollar a set for them here.though I did not take only 75¢‘for
them that I have got. You need not tell what I can get for them here.

I am going to send you five dollars in this letter to pay for those‘that you
sent me and if ‘you can get the‘?thgrs, I will sena the money to pay for them
soon. Now darliné, I must close as I have been called out for drill. So for

the present, good-by.  From your husband, Hiram Vincent to Wealthy.
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Camp John Manly
April 7, 1863

Dear Wife and Children,
" I have Just received-ybur letter of the second. I was very glad
to hear from you and to hear that you were all well, : Your letter found
me as usual, well though somewhat tired as I have been out on picket and
Just came in and found your letter in camp and thought I would write a
little this afternoon and finish it in the morning.

April 8th, This morning I will try to finish my letter but I do not
know as I can as we have general inspection today and reviewed by General

Howard. - I have written once or twice that we are expecting to march soon

but we are still here in camp. I do not know how long we ﬁay stay here.

. Our orderly sergeant has gone home on furlough. He went yesterday morning

before I came in from picket, I meant to have sent a letter by him to
Cattaraugus. He lives in Rutlidge. You wrote that one ofithe cows came

in and you did not keep the calf. I would not raise any calf as it will

be so much trouble, I have written for you to send me one thousand more °
of the boot buttons.if you can get them. Send them as soon as yoﬁ can as
the boys all want them. I wrote a few days ago and sent five dollars to

you to pay toward them and will send the balance as soon as I get the buttons.
I should like to make enough on them to buy me a watch. I need one very

much here when I have to be on picket and camp guard so as to change'my

guard every hour. You ‘wanted to know if I did not get envelopes in the
box you sent me. I did not get any. The boys are all well I believe
here. I have no news. to write you. You wrote that the folks there

thought the war.would soon end and I hope that may'be the case, I do not
get much news here in regard to the war. You said that Gene wanted you to
write that it was her birthday. I should be glad to see all the fellows

at home but must content myself by saying I want them all to be good children;



Our Captain's name is Hotchkiss. I wrote you that his name was Hodgekiss

not knowing how his name was spelled. I must close by saying good-by my

dear ones at home. Write often and 1 will'do the same.

husband, Hiram Vincent to Wealthy.

From your



Camp John Manly

15Lth Regt., N.Y. Vols.

Near Stafford Court House, Va.
April 10, 1863

Dear Wife,

I received yours of the Lth last night and was as ever glad to hear from home.
I also got the buttons you sent. The boys were disappointed that they did not get
more of them as their boots need tapping. |

; have written twice for you to send more if you can get them and sent in one
letter five dollars toward paying for them. I should like to have you send the
thousand I have written for if you can get them. No more on this squéct.

Your letter found me well and heérty. We have plenty to eat now; bread, pork;
beans, and coffee, sometimes beef and potatoes. I wrote to you that I had sen£
some of my clothes home. They came back again as the team did not go to fhe
landing as we expected. I am glad they did not go home since we did not march
as we expected. You wrote that times were hard there. My deaf one, there will
be.some way provided for us. : If we are all well, it is a gregt blessing. I do
not want you to get the blues though circumstances are ﬁot very faﬁorable. Hope-
for the best. i féel.thankful that you are all well at home. I believe the’
time is not far distant when I shall be at home again to enjoy the socilety of my
family. I was glad to héve you write about home matters - glad you were getting
.aloﬁg so well with the chores.

Tbere was one of our Company buried yesterday. He was from Versailles. He
died from inflammation of the kédneys.

We have been out on inspection two days and are going again this afterndon.

We hear that the\preséident is going to review us today and after review we are

to be musﬁered for pay. L If thaf is the case, we shall get pay veny;sobn. This

' sheet was given me. JohrﬁManly-gavé each man in the‘regiment two sheets from the
fécz that the camp was named in favor of him, ’

I'musf clos¢ now as the mail-leaves_goon. The boys from Persia.and Dayton

are allwell I believe. "Since writing the above we have been out to be reviewed



by the président. I saw him and his wife and two little boysr I beoieve there
were about twenty‘regiments out for the review, Uncle Abe passed through each
Division and each Brigade with his hét off, He is a noble looking man., It is
surprising to see how many aides he had with him,

You wrote that you expected to have Ermina work for yoﬁ when you needed her.
I want you to be very careful of yourself and get help as soon as you need it and
not try to do your work too long. No more at present, Goodby. Write soon.

H. Vincent



bl 4

April 11, 1863

Dear Family,

As I did not get my letter done yesterday in time for the mail, I thought
I would add a little to it.

We passed a review yesterday and last night we were mustered to aséqrtain
the number of men fit for duty in the Regiment. This morning I have got
breékfast and washed the dishes and am now engaged in talking with you at home.
If T were there, I could find many' things to £a1k abqﬁt,‘but I am denied that _
privilege and must content,myself by writing. T tola you some time ago that
one of my tent mates had got hurt. He has been better for soﬁe time uﬁtil last
night he had é poor turn._ I was up'with him énd feel the worse for wear this
morning but shall be all right in a day or two.

I got a letter from. Carlos the sémé time I 5ot yours bu£ have not had

time to answer it today but shall soon. And now I must begin to bring my

' letter to a close. I have-not much news.to write you but will try ﬁo do better

next time. I was glad to get a line from Edgar again. - .I am glad to see he
is making some improvement in writing. No’more at preseht. Goodby.

From your husband,

To Wealthy 5 Hiram Vincent
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Kelleyt's Ford

April 27! 1863
Dear Family, . X

Aé'I hafe a chance to send a line to the ‘0old camp this mornipg hoping

you may get .it, I improve the opportunity as it is the firét chance I have had
since we left the old camp. We left there the 13th and marched about thirty
miles up the Rappahannock River and are guarding Kelley's Ford. I have felt
very bad though to think I could not write home. I got a letter from yoﬁ the
night before we left camp and we have not had a chance to send out any mail
since, Wé are here in a very disagreable place to me from the fact that I
do- not hear from home. I must hasten as the team is going to fhe old camp
this mopning. I am going to send this my a man who is going to the old camp
from our cémpany to éet our knapsacks. My health is still good, and I hope
this will find.you all wpll. I shall write every chance I have. I have been
very much worried about you at home but hope you are all well. I have not half
a chance to write what 1 waﬁt to but. do not know as you will ever get.this. B
am in so mﬁch of a hurry in writing this, I am afraid you can't read it. No
more. Goodby. ~ From

To Wealthy H. Vincent

Note: Letter dated May 8 .
was inclosed with this letter.
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Camp John Manly,

Stafford Court House; Va.

May 8, 1863 ‘
Dear Wife,

Having a little leisure this afternoon I thought I would write you a

few lines to let you know that I am well. I have written you that we left
our old camp April 13th. We went to Kelley;s Ford on the Rappahannock River
and stayed there two weeks. We were on duty most all the time. On the night
of the 28th we crosséd the fiver on pontoon bridges, lay one day in the rain
and mud, then marched from there to the Rapidan River twelve mileé away, ate
our hardtack and left there about five o'clock in the evening and marched from
there to within two miles of the United States Ford, got there about two o'clock
that night all tired out and lay down on the ground in the mud until morning
when we got our coffee, drank it, and ate our hard bread and thentlay on our

arms until nearly night when we were formed into line of battle. ‘Just dusk the

rebs began to shell us and we got no rest that night. The pioneers threw up

' breast works and rifle pits all night and in the morning we went behind the

breastwofks*and lay there all day expecting an attack every mohent} About
five o'clock in the evening the rebels opened en us in tbe'réar and dréve us
from our entrenchments. Before we left, our Colonel ﬁés wounded very bad and
our Adjutant was shot. Two hundredland two men killed, wounded, and missing.
We lost both our Lieutenants, three Sergeants, and four Coéporals, and twenﬁy
three privates -~ thirty two:in all, I 'hope some of them are taken prisoners;
if ihey are, they will be exéhanged for our folks took a good many prisoners
also. Matthewson is among the missiné. Mr. Merrill was shot and Johnson
missing.. Our Orderly was shot. Altogether it was the hardest battlé that
has been fought I expect from all accounts. Through all of it I have passedj
without any harm whilelmen were falling on all sides of me. The Lord protected
me when - the balls were flying about my head. T was sparea for some uﬂknown
purpose. In the battle I threw away all my clothes,‘tent cloth and ail. The

men all did the: sameé: I cannot describe the battlefield; some were 21l torn
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to pieces, others one leg off, some with ams off, in all conditions. The

‘rebels shelled our hospital three ﬁimes so they had to move, killing many.

We left there the 5th and got here the 7th all used up. Today we are
drawing eight days rations again - another move I expect. In whgt direcﬁion
the Lopd only knows; some say to Washington; others say to the beninsula.

I will write as soon as I find out. Now darling, may the Lord protect you

and all the rest at home. Goodby for the present.

-

From your affectionate husband,
Hiram Vincent
To Wealthy,
Kiss the baby for me and all the children. This is the second letter

I have written you today. William Nichols is among the missing.
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Camp John Manly
Near Stafford Court House
May 8, 1863

Dear Wife,

Having a chance to send this this m§rning to Washingfon I thought I
would add to thiS‘lettér that I sent home once and it was gone one week and
came back. I haye not.but a minute to wriie. I would say I have been
through a battle and come out all right and am well and back .in our old camp,
I shall have to hasten for the man is going soon. I am afraid you capnot
read thié. I will write again soon. The battle I spoke of was near the
United States Ford. Our Company went iﬁto the battle with fifty two.men
and came out with sixteen. Ildo not know.whether they are all killed or
not. I expect some are taken prisoners. No more at present. I got your
letter stating we had another boy. I ﬁope you are well before this; Iam
neafly dis;racted to think I cannot hear from you. No more. Goodby.

From your husband,

Hiram Vincent



Camp John Manly
Stafford Court House
May 10, 1863

Dear Family,
Having a little leisure this morning, I thought I would answer your

kind letter which came to hand last night. I was overjoyed to hear

that you were all as well as you are. Health is one of Heaven's richest
blessings. My health is middling good though I felt somewhat tired and
used up after marching and passing through a very hard battle though I shall
‘ feel better after getting a little rest. I wrote you yesterday and the
day before, but this morning I feel very lonely and sad after looking over
our camp I find there are nearlf two thirds of our tents empty which causes
me much sadness » and I turn to thoughts homeward for relief. I wrote to
you yesterday in regard to the missing in our company. = We get no further
news in regard to them, I was in hopes there would some of them come in
yete. ~ You wrote my dear one, that the day you wrote was your birthday
and'you_would be very_glaa to see me and place your little babe in my arms.
It would se the height of my ambition to be at home with my family and enjoy
their society also my old neighbors, but I can not tell when that time will

be but let us trust in Him that has protected us thus far. He doeth all

things. well. We are here in our old camp yet I do not know how long we
may stay here. Not long I think.: Some say we shall march tonight or
tomorrow but where the Lord only knows. You need not be surprised.at any

time if you do not get letters from me. If you do‘nOt, &ou may ﬁhink we .
are deprived of the chance of sending them to you.' In batﬁle I passed
through I lost all my clothes only what I had on. I had the vest you made
- and sent me in my kﬁapsack which T lost with the rest, but I feel greatful
that my 1ife was spared to béss through so great danger. I will now stop
writipg about what I have passed through by saying I hope I shall never see.
the like again. - Joshua Riéh is well yet. Porter ﬁas at the hospital but

came to the regiment yesterday. '+ Charley Hall yas wounded,
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shot through the thigh, I believe. He was sent to Washington to the hospital.

I have not got the boot buttons as yet. I guess they.are lost, still they may
come around yet. Edgar said in his létter you gef along first rate with the
chores and 1 am veﬁy glad of it, for it is very hard for you at the best. I did -
not get my money yet but I think I shall get paid soon if we stay here a short
time, still we may not. I must now close as my sheet itz nearly full. I should
be very glad to see you all today but as I have not that privilege I will say I
hope this will find you all well and enjoying life as it passes swiftly. by.

Write me as often as you can.ahd T will answer when I can. Tell Carlos I have
not forgotten him but chances to write have been denied me. .  No more this time.

Goodby from your affectionate though absent husband,

Hiram Vincent to Wealthy
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Camp John Manly,
Stafford Court House, Va,
May 12, 1863 .
Dear Mother, Wife, and Children,
As I have an opportunity this morning to write to you I thought I would

improve the chance though I have no news to write you. I would say here I am

well and hope this.will find you all well. I have just received a letter from

~John B. Babcock. He states in his letter that your health is poor since your

babe was born. Now darling; I'waﬁt you to be very careful of your heslth.
Do not try to do your work until you are able. It will be better for you to
keep your help until you are strong. I feel uneasy about you.

Our ambulances have gone across the river this morning under é flag of
truce to the battle field to bury the dead and bring off the wounded if there:
are any alive. I am in hopes I shall hear from some of our popr boys. ng
théy must suffer wounded this hot weather and no oné to care for them.

' This is the fourth time i have wfitten to you since we have been here and
have received‘no answer to any of my letters. When I take a second thought,
I knowliﬁ is not time for we have been here only a few days and I know you will
answer. as-soon as possible. I have written every time that I did not expect
to stay here any lenéth of time, sti;l we are here yet. I hear it constantly
rumored that we are going soon. ' I have given up all hope of knowing anything

faster than I am driven to it. I do not know what is going to become of our

- company. We have ne officers except Captain since we came out cf battle and

three corporals and myself; and one of the others has been acting Sergeanmt for

the last month. Our Captain has heen ﬁearly sick since we have been here,

and I am afraid he is going to fail us. Since writing the above I have received

my ray. for four months and I shall inclcse in this to you.a check for forty
dollars which you will’use:as you think test, but I think what ycu do not want
to use right off you had better let the deacon or Someone else have till you

need 1it. Since I have been writing Forier came into our tent. He looks
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quite poorly though he says he feels very well now.

I guess you will think this is a d;~y letter. I have written so often
for a few days you will think me crazy I guess, but I feel so lonesome that
I camnot content myself hardly unless I am writing home hoping I shall soon
get an answer from you. The weather is very hot here now and evérything
looks desolate to me, but I mean to have patience and not complain much though
the horizon looks dark to me sometimes I must confess.

I must close soon as you see my sheet is nearly full. Have Edgar write
to me. | It is a source of comfort to me to have him write t§ me. I should
be very glad to see all my babies today but cannot so I will say Darling, kiss
them all for me. No more at present.

From‘your loving husband,

Hiram Vincent
To Wealthy.
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Camp John Manly
) Stafford Court House, Va.
. - May 23, 1863

bear Family,

I received two letters from you last night, one dated the 14th and one
the 16th. I need not tell you I was glad to hear from you. I had looked
a number of days for a letter from you and had been disappointed. I was glad
to hear you were as well as you were. I am well excepting I have had an awful
headache for one day and two. nights. It feels a little better this morning.
Think it will be all right in a day or two. Since I last wrote you, we have
heard from a_nﬁmbef of the boys that were missing. There were one hundred and
twenty that were oﬁt of the regiment taken pfisoners who went to Richmond and
there were paroled and sent to the parole camp at Annapolis, Md. and will remain
there till they are exchanged. James Matthewson is among the number. Our
orderly sergeant we supposed was dead but is not. I‘I have been to see him and

our lst Lieutenant and four other boys that are at the Division hospital at

Brooks Station. They are badly wounded but I think not mortally. There are

two of our company that we know are dead and five that we do not hear from.

Mr, Merrill and his son are two of them, still we are in hopes some of them
will come back yet.

In regard to the boot buttons, I think you had better not send them at
present, George'Newcom§~expects to go home on furlouéh, and if he does I will
write fo you and you can get Carlos or some one else té carry them-to his house
and he will fetch them to me. No more about that.

, 1 was glad to-hear %ﬂat you had traded off the‘whité faced cow; she had
got ugly anyway. I had rather give her awaylthan have her hurt any of the

children.l Before I forget it, one thing further. You said that Mr. Eddy

~ wrote to me in regard to the buttons. I have not received the letter in regard

to them. I wrote you the 13th I believe and sent you a check for forty dollars.
I -presume you have got it before this. You will let me know of course when you

\
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get it. You éaid in your letter.that you would send me some envelopes and
stamps. I should like to have you send me a few stamps if you can. I bought
a pack 6f envelopes the other day so I do not need any of them at present. In
regard to the vest you said you would send me if I wanted it, I do not need any
now in hot weather and socks I have got another pair so you need not make me any
hore nor worry about my clothes. Mrs,” Eddy wanted I should ﬁri£e about Porter.
He is well and out on picketv today. The Rich boys are wéll. Philo Mariham

is sick. He has the fever, I think., We have four boys in our company éick
with the fever, and our Captain is sick. I expect he will go to the hospital
today or tomorrow if he is no better. I do not ¥mow what we shall do without
any officers. ' .

How I do pityﬁtsy sick and alone. I hope she is better now. I should be
glad to have a letter from her. I wrote tolJohn Créndall a good while ago and
have nof received any answer from him, - I am glad tb get a letter from anyone
heré. ‘You wrote that some of the foiks there_thouéht we were nine months men.
It is talked of and harﬁed on here in éamp'most all the time, but I dare not
flatter myself in that reséect, stiil I.hope on énd bopé_ever. I must close soon
as .we have orders to get ready for iﬁspection at four o'clock. I do not see
what made Déll Chaffee write that I was among the missing though I suppose he
thought that was the case, but I was near the colors all the time. There were
twenty fiye balls shot through the flag. I do not want you to worry about me.

Try to take care of yourself as well as you can; and I am not concerned but what

vou will tend to toher matters. I will now say we are here still in our old

camp, and there is no prospect as I .know of that we Are going to leave here very
sooﬁ. Write ofteﬁ. No more at prgsént. Gtodby, my darlings at home.
| | From your affectionate husband,

Eiram Vincent

To Wealthy
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Camp John Manly
'Near Stafford Court House
May 24, 1863
Dear Wife, Mother, and Children,
I received yours of the 19th last night. I was glad to hear from you
but sorry that any of you were afflicted with sickness. You said in your

letter that our babe was sick., It grieves me to have any of you sick at home

and I cannot be with you. I hope he is well before this. My own dear one,

_you wrote that you had been very sick and came near dying. I feel thankful

that you have been spared to me. If T had known it at the time, I don't know
what I should have been tempted to have done, but I am glad it is no worse
than it is.  Let us trust in Him that controls the destiny of nations and
all will be well.

Since«writing the above we have had a Sunday morning inspection, and I
have been to church and now I am trying to write to the dear ones at home.
In regar& to the militéry tax and the six dollars that we paid for the volun-
teers you wrote tha£ Kefr told you that George'Hanford said he had paid it
back to me. He never paid one cent of it back to me, and I got only ninety
eight dqllars of my ‘town bounty. I had to éive G. Hanford two dollars before
I could get that. I want you to stick to him and make him'péy it back to you.
If he don't, see Jenks and tell him about it. I have confidence to believe
he will see that it is made right. i

Since writing the above Russ Céon.and Andrew Brown have been in oﬁr tent.
They are well and very certain that they are nine months men. . They belong to
the 136th Regiment.

You said in your letter that Matfhews;n's wife had been there to’enquire
after him. He is in the parole camp as I wrote to yoﬁ yesterday. i should

be very sorry for him if he had not known her before they were married. I think

‘she is very urworthy of him though he did not do right before he married her.

You wantqd'to know whether the men that were left on the battlefiéld were cared

for before the ambulances went over. There.were some that laid there thi:teen
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days without having their wounds dressed though the rebels gave them something
to eat. You thought I woilld think you wrote a curious letter writiné all
about the affairs at home. i‘do not expect you can get along without paying
out money. I am not eoncerned but .that you will take care of all you can and
save all you can. My greatest fears are that you will not. take care of your-
self. I must begin to bring my letter to a close'as it is nearly night. I
want you to be careful of yourself and if you are not well, I want you to get

some one to help you about your work. It is enough for you to take care of

the children.

Write often as you can. No more. Goodby for the present.
From your affectionate husband,

Hiram Vincent
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Camp John Manly
Near Stafford Court House, Va.
May 26, 1863.

Dear Wife,

Having a few minutes leisure this morning I improve the time in writing a
few lines to you to let you know that I am well hoping that this may find you
and the rest'of the family well also. I guess you will think I don't do anyﬁ.
thing but write as I have‘writtén twice before within a feﬁ days but this is
partly on business. I wrote to you a few days'ago that I expected that George
Neweomb would go home on a furlough soon and you could send those boot buttons
by him to nme. : He was in my tent this morning and saiq he expected his furlough
in today. If he goes, I shall.send this by him to the post office at Cattafaugué
and you will get it right off. He will be home’ three or four ‘days I think and if
you-can, I should like to have you put the buttons up iﬁ as snug a package as you
can and mark ip to me and get Carlos or some one to carry it to George and he will
be glad to fetch it to me. I ﬁish you.would put ;n a root of sweet flag and
send me. I must close as the papers have come for him,

I was down at the hospital yesterday and most of the boys were just going to
Washingtonlto the general hgspital. The most of them are doing well. No more-
at present. Goodby. Write often.

From your affectiqnate husband,

To Wealthy ; ~ JHiram Vincent
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Camp near Stafford Court House
May 30, 1863 :
Dear Wife, Mother, and Children,
Having a few moments leisure this afternoon I thought I would improve

it by writing to you. I have neglected writing for some time on account

of other duties. I have been for four days very busy. We had to go

one day to clean the ground for a new camp. The next day I had to go with

twenty five men to work on a fort. They are building four within one

~mile of where we lay and rifle pits without number. The day that I was

on the fort to work the regiment moved about oge mile back into the woods,

and we have been busy ever since fixing our tents, No mere on that subject.
I would say I have not had a letter from you in a number of days. The last
was dated the nineteenth. I have written twice since. One of'them I
sent by George Newcomb. I presume you have got them before this., I have

no news to write you in particular. -~ Well, I have got to stop writing and

go on police duty. I now commence ;gain to finish my letter. I have had

my likeness taken and am going to send it to you in this letter. It does
not look very natural. I guess. It ig taken too light colored I think.
Our Captain has gone to Washington today. He has been sick ever gince the
battle. He will go'home I think as he will not be able for duty in four

weeks., Badgro is very sick wilth the fever, He seems a little better

"~ today. Porter is well and the rest of the boys sre well also. The boys

that were taken prisoners are still in the parole camp, ¢« sﬁall be glad
when they ‘are exchanged as our company is so small it is very lonesome here.
I would sa& before I fdrget that I have tented with a young man by the name
of Marshall Hannon a very fine feilow and first corporal of ou; company.

He had a brothér in the battle that he has never ﬂgard from. since the battle.

I should be very glad to be at home. I dreamed. last night of being at home

‘and after I got back here, I felt guilty to think I had been home and did not

visit the Deacon's folks, I must stop writing in this way by saying I
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expectla letter from you tonight. The mail carrier has gone to headquarters
now after the msil. If T do not get one, I shall send this out with a heavy
heart. Why don't Carlos write to me? I wrote to him some time ago. Please

tell him to write to me. My health is good yet and hope that this mgy find you

all well, I have been waiting for the-mail and it has come. Nothing for me
from home. I got one from Jémes Crandall. He is at Camp Barry somewhere
near Washington, I mu§t close. Goodby from your husband,

H. Vincent

P.S. Dress parade tonight or I would write more. I am afraid you cannot
read this. I am so tired and hardly know what I ém‘writing. Goodby for

the present.



Camp Noyes
Near Stafford Court House, Va.
June 2, 1663

Dear Famiky;

I received yours of May 26th night before last. It stated that you had
not had a letter from me in over a week. I wrote to you sometime after the 20th;
I do not remember,exagtly the day. Again I wrote the 26th and sent it by-George
Newcomb. I presume you have gotﬁen them both by this time. Your letter found
me as usual, well. I was glad to learn by your letter that your health was so
you had been to Gowanda and that the rest of the family. were well. I wrote to
you the 3o0th of May stating that we had moved our camp back into the woo@s. I
have been very bu§y since cleaning up the ground and fixing up our tent. Today
I have not much to do.  Shamnon has gone to the éLith Regiment, and I am acting
Orderly and have no duty to do only make out the morning report and detail
pickets or guards if.called for. So I am writing to the dear ohes at home,

| . Darling, you wrote that you are waiting verylanxioqs té know whether I am
coming home at the end of nine months or not. You said if I did, my time would
be out in four days. My term of service does not begin at the day I enlisted but
at the time I was sworn into the service of The United States which was the 26th
day-of September. . THat would bring it to the 26th day of June; but, my dear
one, I do not want you to flatter yourself about that matter for you will be
disappointed, I am'afraid. No more of that.

I was at the hospital . yesterday po see some of the boys there. The most
of.them that are there are getting better. Badgero f do not think will live
more than a day or two at the most. He has got the fever, and George Hubbard is
very sick also, The other boys, Porter, Joshya, Philo are well as_coﬁmon. 'I
have no news to write. "

You wrote that you heard that our troopé had taken Vicksburg. It is a
false statement. I presume you have heard so before this. I am afraid Grant

will fail there still I hope for the best. I am not going to finish my letter

until the mail comes in, I think I shall get a letter from you tonight- in ans-
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wer to the one I wrote a ﬁeék ago and more. I am so lénesome I can scarcely
stand it. There has a number of our officers rgsigned since - the battle. Our
Liettenant Colonel has resigned and is going home. I do not know wha£ is going
to become of our regiment without any officers. I am sometimes afraid we shall
be put into another regiment.

I have just got a letter from you dated the 28th. I was glad to hear from
you at home and to hear that you were all well, but dérlihg, you say you do not
know but you shall sink under the care and anxiety you have to endure. I do not
want you to try to do any thing more ﬂhan you can help besides taking care of-the
fémily. Do not worry yourself about thelfarming but try to live as easy as you
can and take care of yourself. You wrote you were afraid I was going to be sick..
I did have a terrible time with my back, still I have done duty all the time.

I am in hopes it will not trouble me any more. I must begin to bringlmy letter
to a cloge as it is nearly night and the mail goes out soon and there is a dress
parade tonight. | |

I was glad to hear that Otsy was gettiﬁg better and shonld be glad to haye
her visit you. You wanted to know what we lived on. Bread, coffee, pork,
sometimes beans, and occasionally beef. : I do not eat much of that for fear that_
it will make me sick. Why don't Edgar write to me? and Henry too? 'It seems

good to get any kind of mark from home. I must close. Goodby,

From your husbang,
Hiram Vincent

Where is Abner and all the rest of the folks?



Camp Noyes -
Stafford Court House, Virginia
June L, 1863

Dear Wife,

Having a monent!s time I thought to write a few lines yo you. I received
y&ur letter dated May 29th last night. I was glad to hear from you all at home
and to hear that you were all well., I am still enjoying good health. I did
not expect an hour ago that I should answer your letter so soon.’ We had orders
this morning to march at four o'clock. We had our haversacks and knapsacks packed
and stack tents and marched about a half a mile, stayed there a while and then
were ordered back to camp and ordered to be ready to fall in at any moment, 56
here I am now sitting in the sun writing to the dear ones at home. I hardly think
we_shall leave here today bﬁt cannot tell. I have not heard whén we were expected
to march yet. I guess some of the officers got a little too much_drink. I guess
when they get sober, we shall pitch tents again. No more on that subject.

The boot buttons you were going to send by Loomgr will comé all right I
presume. Newcomb will be back in‘a-day or two. The stamps you sené me i got
all right. They say we shall get pay again in a few days, still may be some
time. You wanted to know'Whether I was likely to get any office or not.l Our

Captain said before he left that when he and the Colonel got back, I should be

- promoted. Promotions come by the Captain's recommendation to the Colonel. No -

more on that.
You wanted to know how Matthewson came to be prisonef._ You say he wrote

that they were tired out and asleep. I do not know how that was, but I do know

that our Captain took him by the collar once and led him back into the rifle pits.

Do not say anything about it there. No more about that. I have written this so

hastily T am afraid you cannot read it., T mﬁst close, The long roll is beét—
ing in the twenty-ninth to fall in. I do not know whether i£ will reach us or
not. And now, da%lings, for the present I must say goodby.
From your true hﬁsband,
Hiram Vincent

Write often. Our Captain's naﬁe is Hotchkiss. Badéero is no better. The rest
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Camp Noyes
Near Stafford Court House, Va.
June 7, 1863

Dear Family,

This morning I attempt to write a few lines to you to let you know that
I am well hoping this may find you all well at home. I have written to you
since I got a letter from you but for fear we might march and I ghould not
have a chance again I thought to improve the present. I have already written
that we were under marching orders. We were ordered this morning to be ready
to fall in at any moment. So you may think we_have marched if you do not hear
from me, and if we stay here I shall write often td you.

George Newcomb got back'lst,nigbt. He had so much stuff to bring for the
boys, he only brought half of the boot buttons.  The rest of them he 1efﬁ at’
his house. I should like to have you send and getlthem if you have a chance
and keep then ﬁntil there is a chance to send them to me.

Since writing the above we have had a Sunday morning inspection, and I do
not hear anythinglabout marchingf Still we may leave within two hours. There
was part of Hooker's Army that crossed the river at Fredericksburg day before
yesterday. That night there was very heavy firing in that direction., We heard
yesterday that our forceé held the city and the heights. We' cannot tell whether
it is so or not. I hope that may be the case. I hope the time is not far dista:
when this unholy war will be at éﬁ end., I sometimeé think perhaps I am over
anxious in regard to it and again do ﬁot hardly allow myself'to think upon the
subject. II néédlmorerpatiehce than I have got and wisdom to direct me to stand
the pri&ations of a soldier, but I have faith to believe that I shall be bleésed
with the privilege of again enjoying the society of my family at home. T will
say no more upon the subject.

I have written to you that Bédgro was sick. You have heard before this

I presune that he is dead. - He suffered everything. George Hubbard is very

sick., He is‘in the hospital., Porter is well and the rest of the boys. I got
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a letter from John R. Babcock a day or two ago. He said he saw you down‘td-
Gowanda the day you were ‘there. He said your health was quite good and that
you were quite cheerful. I was glad to hear of that. I ﬁant you to keep

up good courage and hope on and all may come out right yet. It is four o'clock
and we are still\in camp and we hear nothing about marching. The mail just came
in and no letter for me so I will finish my letter to you. I have no news to
write you so I will say I wish I could see you.all at home but must content my- -

self by writing to you. Why don't Edgar write to me? It is some time since

he has written to me. I am always glad to hear from you all. Why don't Carlos-

write? I guess he thinks my letters are so dry that they are not worth answer-

ing. I do not know but you will be scared to see I have written one letter with
pen and ink, but it is Sunday and I had plenty of time. I wiil close by saying
write often. No more at present. Goodby from your affectiqnate husband,

Hiram Vincent
To Wealthy,

Kmsanﬂmeb&msfmww. No more,
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Camp Noyes . .
Near Stafford Court House, Va.
June 10, 1863 :

Dear Wife,

I now attempt to answer your letter of the fourth which came to hand last
night. I was glad to hear from home and to know that you were all well. Your
letter found me also well, I sﬁould have written this morning but I have been
on duty for twenty four hours and just came off and am gomewhat tired but shall be
all right after getting rested.

I was glad that you got my letter and likeness. You thought my likeness
did not look natural., It was rather light; the background was very light. You
said in your letter that Alford had got his discharge from the service. I had
forgotten that he entered. Anc Israel Armitage too I amd surprised to think his
wife has left him. She could not had any shame for herself nor any respect for
him, It -is almost astonishing to ﬁe that anybody wossessed with human feelings
could conduct fhémseif in such a manner. You said that the neighbors were very
kind to you. I am proud of you for I know you will conduct yourself so as to be
respected. i would hefe séy that since writing before I have been promoted ﬁo a
Sergeant aﬁd shall draw pay accordingly. No more on that subject. I have not
much news to write you.

I would say that the regiment will send out pickets tomorrow. They will go
out for three days but as I have just come off duty, I do not take a ticket with
them. I think when I last wroté there was heavy firing towards Fredericksburg.
I have not heard the result, but by what ‘I have heard I think our forces ﬁave been
driven back. Still it may not be the case. There was heavy [iring up the
river yesterday, but we do not get anf papers and'do not know what is going on

no further than we can see.

-

I must write to William Armitage now ; have found ouf where to direct.
Where is Leucretia goihg to live and where does Alford live now? I must begin
to bring my 1e£§er to a close as it is nearly night. . I feel so nervous I cannot
write today. There was one of our boys died in tﬁq hospital yesterday that was

wounded. George Hubbard I think it is a chance if he is ever any better. The

==& ~f +ha have are well as common. We hear nothing about marching for a day or

]



two. Plea‘se write soon and T will try to do better next time. Write all the
news you can. I got the stamps.you sent me. foﬁ need not send me any more

- sta‘mps in some time. I sent to Washington and got a dollar's worth.' I never

saw so much excitement about any one _thing as there is here about nine month men.

It seems as though it was talked from morning until night each day, but I must close
by saying goodby for the present. From your husband,

Hiram Vincent to Wealthy



Centerville
June ‘16, 1863

Dear Wife and Children,

I had a few moments time this morning and thought I would inform
you where I am. We left our camp at Stafford the 12th not knowing
where we were going. We marched to Harwood Church twelve miles and
lay on the ground that night. It was very warm that day and there
were a good many men fell out and could not march the next day. We
marched twenty two miles to the Alexandria and Orange Railroad and I
never was more used up in my life.. The next morning I did not feel .
as though I could march one mile but I got my knapsack into the ambulance
and got through and I feel some better today. We are expectihg to leave
every minute aﬁd for where I do not know. Some say to Hdrper‘s Ferry,
others to Leesburg about 'six miles from Fairfax Court House. It is very
dry and dusty.- I must close. Goodby .

Hiram
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= Camp Goose Creek,
June 23, 1863
Dear Family,
I received your kind letter lést night dated the 17th and was glad
to hear from home and to hear that you were all well. .My health is still
as gooa as could be expectéd considering the hard marck we have had. We
left our old camp at Stafford the 13th-and marched to Hartwood Church. Wé
stayed there that night and laid on the ground with a piéce of tent cloth
under us and our blankets over us, and the protécting care of God over that.
The next ﬁoring we started at daylight again and made a forééd march of over
twenty miles. Stayed at Cedar Brick that night. The weather was very hot,
the men were falling out all the time. The fifteenth I was so used up that’
I thought I could not ﬁarch but I got ﬁy knapsack into the ambulance and kept
alomg. My feet were blistered very bad and so were all the rest of the men.
The next day we marched to Mansssus Junction and the.ﬁext éay_we went te |
Centefville. There we stayed one night and there I commenced writing to

you and.had not half got my letter written when we had orders to march and

T closed my letter very abruptly and sént it to the office to let you know

‘where I was at that time, I got a letter from you while we were at Senter-

ville and also one from Carlos, I shall arswer his the first opportunity.
Yecur 1etter wag dated the day that, I.gpt there. WE left Centerviille the
17th and marched to Goose Creek a distance of about twenty five miles and
ﬁithin five miles of Leesburg; Stayed there.part'of.one day and then fell-
bgck a mile.o; two. and stayed there,three days. I.was ‘on picket two days,

came in day before yesterday, and‘yesterday our regiment was ordered to march.

\-

We left and came here about four miles and we are near a ford on Goose Creek.

Yle have Eeen<in hearing of cannon for a number of davs but do not get much
news in regard to. the result, I am writing this not Knowing as I shall get.

a chance to send it out for some tlme as we do not have mail regularlv .or have
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the brivilege of sénding out our mail often. I got two letters from Edgar.
I was glad to have him write to me. I wish all the childreﬁ could write to
ne. It is a pleasure to hear from all of you at home. I must close by
saying I still hoée I shall be blessed with the privilege of seeing you all

again, Good-by from your husband, Hiram Vincent to Wealthy.
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Jefferson City, Maryland
June 26, 1863 :
Dear Wife and Family,

Having an opportunity to write a few lines to you I imprové the chance
to let you know where I am., We left Goose Creek the 2Lth and marched to
Edwards Ferry on the Potomac River. We crossed there on pontoon bridges
into Maryland. From there we went to Pdolesville and from there to Point
of Rocks and from there we came here to # place called Jefferson City, a good
sized town. We marched here last nigﬁt late in the évening and it was rain-
ing hard. This morning it still réins but ﬁe have not heard anything about
marching this morning. I am sitting here as wet as a rat under my tent
cloth trying to write a few lines to the dear ones at home. . I cannot write
much today as I am vefy tired. I wrote a letter to you the erd, and I
presume you have got it before this. I presume we shall 1eéve here be?ore
night. We are-on the track of Lee. Some say he is at Antie%am; others
say at Harpers Ferry. We are all of us most‘used up with sore feet and low
. spirits. The Lord only knows what is in store for the soldier, and it is
good they don't know for sometimes they would lie down under the task if they
did. I ¢ust close by saying goodby. May the Lord bless you.  Write soon.

From your husband,

Hiram Vincent to Wealthy



Camp Near Middleton, Maryland
June 28, 1863 '

Dear Wife, and Mother, and Children,

I received your letter dated the 20th and was gladlto hear from you but
sorry'you.feel uneasy about me. I am well yet with the exception of being very
much fatigued from marching, but I shall.soon come out all right if I can get a little
rest.

We are still here in Maryland about twenty miles from the Pennsylvania line.
We are within four or five miles of the Rebel pickets. I think there will be a
battle near here. We are on the ground where the battle of Antietam commenced.
It is a very pleasant courtry here, and the people are almost all Union people and
 <geem very friendly. They are coming into our camp by hundreds today to visit
the soldiers in camp{ I wrote you the 25th I believe it was from Jefferéon City
and put it in the officelthere but have been afraid you would not get it. The
postmaster acted to me like a secesh, but you may get it all right.

We had a very hard march. I heard that there were five men died in one day
in our Division from heat and over exertion. I thought a number of times I should
have £o give out; but tﬁe Lord_has still blessed me with health and strength till
the present time for which I feel thankful,

I have not ﬁuch news to write you and do not know when I shall have a chance
to send this out though we have had a better chance to get mail and-send out than
we ever had on a march before.

You wrote that Edgar was learning §ery well this summer and Henry tog, and
Fannie, and Gene. I am very glad to hear that my children are learning to read
and write, and I hope théy will a}l learn to be good children and then everybody
will love them and I shall be proud of them if I live to comé_home{

and now I rnust close soon as we have got to have a Regimental inspection

N

right off. We have had a Company inspection, Since writing the above we have
been on an inspection of arms and ammunition. - We shall leave here soon, I think.
What the issue will be I cannot tell but hope for the best. Do not worry about

me. Be as easy as you can. I must close now by saying I will be as careful of

~
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Richmond, Va.
August 1, 1863

Dear Wife,

Having an opportunity of sending a few lines I write to let you know
where I am. I am on Belle Island on the James River at the city of Richmond,
Virginia with the rest of the boys of our regiment. There are 3400 of us on
the island. The officers will not let us write but twelve lines. I am well
and so is Porter. I will write the particulars as soon as I get to parole
camp. Do not wdrry. So goodby.

From your husband,

H. Vincent.
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Belle Island, Virginia
November 1, 1863
Dear Wife and Children,
I now improve the chance of writing a few lines to you. I can say
my health is middling good and my prayer-is that this may find you all well
at home. I suppose you know that I am a prisoner..Il was captured four months
ago today and havé tried every way to let yoﬁ know where I am but have not heard
a word from you, I kmow you need moﬁey from me, but I have not been paid in
eight months. No more. Please write to me. Direct your letter to Hiram
Vincent, Prisoner; 15h£h N. Y: Reg., Belle Island, Richmond, Virginia,
Send me paper and envelopes so I can write to you again. Send. your
letter without sealing. Goodby. |

From your husband,

Hiram Vincent
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Richmond, Va.’
Dear Family,
As I had an opportunity of writing a few lines to you, I-thought to |

improve the chance. I have written to you twice since I have been here

.and have not heard a word from you. My health is not very good at present,

although I feel some better today than I have for some time past. I sin-
cerely hope.this may find you all well at home. Yoﬁ already know that I
am a prisonef of war, and have been for the last five months nearly. I want
you to write to me as soon as you get this. Write 2ll about cur home
matters. Porter has pgone to the hospital sick. Direct your 1e£ters to
Hifam Vincenf, a prisoﬁer of war, Richmond, Belle Island, Virginia, 154th
Regiment New York IV. 'Ffoﬁ your affectionate husband, -

"H. Vincent to Wealthy
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Richmond, Va,
Feb. 5, 1864

Mrs. Vincent,

| By request of H. Vinceht I take the first opportunity to inform
you of his death. He said tell my mother God bless her, that she
has been very -dear to me and may God keep her until she shall meet me
in Heaven, Tell my dear wife and ;hildren God biess them, to meet
me in Heaven, He came to the hospital Dec.9th. Disease, diarrhea

and died Feb. Lith about nine p.m.
Respectfully,

Joseph G. Wheat
Home, Manchester,
Adams County, O.





